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The Ecole de Commerce Européenne (ECE) belongs to the INSEEC 
Business and Communication Schools which was founded in 1975 in 
Bordeaux. 
The INSEEC Business and Communication Schools, with some 10,500 
students and a faculty of more than 450 business professionals, including 
permanent professors actively engaged in research, are now one of the 
largest private educational groups in France. INSEEC is represented 
in three major French cities – Paris, Bordeaux and Lyon - and includes 
schools in health management and advertising. With an impressive range 
of international partnerships, the INSEEC Business and Communication 
Schools are a major participant in the development of cooperation 
among institutions of higher education worldwide. 
All INSEEC schools of management provide students with a thorough 
grounding in business administration, coupled with signifi cant in-company 
experience. The curricular focus also encompasses a strong liberal arts 
component which emphasizes the importance of critical thinking, written 
and oral expression, and information literacy. 
The ECE schools (Bordeaux and Lyon) were founded by the INSEEC 
Business and Communication Schools in the late 1980’s at a time when 
the European Union was beginning to affi rm its importance. The twin ECE 
schools offer a four-year postsecondary undergraduate business 
program that innovatively combines the study of EU and international 
business practices. 
Students from ECE Bordeaux and ECE Lyon benefi t from INSEEC’s 
extensive international contacts and a powerful alum network that includes 
degree-holders from more than 12 schools. ECE students also have the 
opportunity of pursuing a 5th-year master’s degree from one of INSEEC’s 
well-known graduate programs and can thus align their academic track 
with the recent Bologna guidelines for European education.
In the name of the INSEEC Business and Communication Schools, I would 
like to extend a warm welcome to all international students who choose to 
study at one of the twin ECE schools. Be it in Bordeaux or Lyon, I am sure 
that your stay will be a rewarding academic and personal experience.

ECE Lyon / ECE Bordeaux
Two Flagship Business Schools of the INSEEC 
Business and Communication Schools

InternatIonal StudIeS

Catherine LESPINE
President - INSEEC Business
and Communication schools
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ECE Bordeaux and ECE Lyon offer 
an identical four-year postsecondary 
track with three academic cycles over 
eight semesters. 

The initial cycle of studies lasts two 
years. The cycle includes foundation 
courses in business administration, along 
with a strong liberal arts component and 
intensive classes in foreign languages. 
Besides completely internships, students 
are also required to organize a simulated 
company start-up and to participate in 
an extracurricular project. At the end of 
this first cycle of studies, students will 
choose a major in either international 
finance or international marketing.

The second cycle – an international 
cycle – includes a compulsory study 
abroad period and a company internship 
(semester or full year).

The final, managerial, cycle begins in 
fourth year and enables students to 
further specialize in their major. During 
the fourth year, they are also required to 
write a research paper and undertake 
a long-term professional internship. 

In line with the European reform 
in education, ECE graduates may 
pursue a fifth year of study in one of 
the master’s programs of the INSEEC 
Business and Communication Schools 
(27 specializations).

English, the language of 
international business, is 
part and parcel of the ECE 
curriculum:
• Content courses in English taught 
by native speakers

• Oral presentation skills (presentations, 
mock interviews, press reviews, etc)

• Preparation for the TOEFL / TOEIC 
/ WIDAF - language proficiency tests 
required for study abroad and job 
recruitment

Second foreign language
German, Spanish, and Italian also enjoy 

pride of place, since ECE students 
are expected to achieve fluency in at 
least two foreign languages. 

Optional studies in a third 
foreign language
Courses in Spanish, Italian, and 
Mandarin (beginner and intermediate 
level)

Increasing Cross-Cultural 
Awareness
Young business school graduates 
must be able to work on projects with 
team members from around the world. 
This is why, along with courses in 
international management, the ECE 

curriculum offers classes in geopolitics, 
European culture and history, the 
history of ideas, international current 
affairs, and foreign markets. 

The Department of Culture and 
Environment invites guest professors 
from partner universities to “visiting 
sessions,” thus providing students with 
the opportunity to experience various 
teaching methods and expand their 
international awareness.

 BUILDING AN INTERNATIONAL RESUME 
ECE courses are organized into eight semesters

 FOREIGN LANGUAGES AND CROSS-CULTURAL AWARENESS 
Achieving fluency in two or more foreign languages

International Studies

Student Life
Both in Bordeaux and Lyon, 
extra‑curricular activities are a major 
part of ECE student life. There are 
student clubs for galas and parties, 
sporting events, humanitarian 
missions, literary competitions 
and a range of other undertakings. 
ECE clubs bring together students 
from all years of studies, and ECE 
Bordeaux and ECE Lyon sponsor 
a number of joint student projects 
which strengthen ties between the 
two sister schools.
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ECE  Academic departments
The organization of the curriculum into departments allows for interaction 
among specialists aimed at the ongoing review and development of the 
ECE academic program.

This department’s role is to provide ECE 
students with a series of courses enabling 
students to become informed participants in 
today’s global environment. The department 
curriculum includes courses and conferences 
in international economics, geography, history, 
sociology, ethnology, political science, philosophy, 
and the religions of the world.

DEP 1: Culture and Environment

This department monitors a range of foundation, 
and more advanced courses in the field of law, 
finance and accounting. The department’s 
curriculum is also designed to familiarize 
students with the business processes used in 
international corporations. 

DEP 4: Accounting, Finance
and Law

Besides overseeing courses in international trade 
and marketing, this department is responsible for 
courses that familiarize students with the main 
trends in economic globalization and international 
trade.  More advanced marketing courses enable 
students to become conversant with all facets 
of marketing and marketing strategy.

DEP 5: Marketing and
International Trade

In the initial cycle of studies, students attend 
foundation courses in corporate and organizational 
management. Afterwards, more advanced 
courses enable them to comprehend the logic 
behind corporate strategy and policy.

DEP 6: General Management and 
Corporate Policy

Before choosing their major – at the end of 
their second year of studies - students attend a 
series of conferences designed to inform them 
of career opportunities in international marketing 
and finance. They will also learn how to assess 
their personal aptitudes and motivation. It should 
be noted that many courses in international 
marketing and finance are taught in English.
Throughout the third, and final, academic cycle, 
core courses continue to ensure a wide-ranging 
general education and improved knowledge of 
corporate culture. 

DEP 7: Majors: International 
Marketing / International Finance

The objective of this department is to provide 
students with the tools and methods needed 
to succeed in their studies and professional 
internships. Courses include research methodology, 
organizational skills, computer science, and oral 
and written presentation.

DEP 2: Methodology and  
expression

English is considered as one of the working 
languages at ECE. Besides courses in English 
grammar and expression, the ECE curriculum 
offers a wide range of content courses in English. 
The aim of the Department of Foreign Languages 
and Culture is to enable students to gain fluency 
not only in English, but in at least one other major 
language. The department has also developed 
courses aimed at enhancing intercultural skills 
to prepare students for their internships abroad 
and their professional careers. 
Students may also begin learning a third foreign 
language. The list of optional language classes 
currently includes Spanish, Italian, Mandarin, etc.

DEP 3: Foreign Languages and 
Culture
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Undergraduate degree

1st year Initial Cycle

Semesters 1 and 2
• Core Courses 
• Sales Internship (4 weeks)

> September - December
> January

2nd / 3rd year International Cycle

Semester 5 (Fall semester)
Study abroad at a partner 
university
(4-5 months)

Semester 6 (Spring Semester)
Core courses and choice of 
a major
(Finance or Marketing)

Option 1
Semester 5 (Fall semester)
Core courses and choice of 
a major
(Finance or Marketing)

Semester 6 (Spring Semester)
Study abroad at a partner 
university
(4-5 months)

Option 2
One year of business 
studies in a partner 
University to obtain a 
Bachelor degree

Option 3
Semester 5 and 6 : 3 options

Semester 3
• Foreign Languages 
• International Internship (3 months)

> TOEFL Preparation
> October - December

Semester 4
• Core Courses > January - June

4th year Managerial Cycle

Semester 7 (September - January)
• Career days
• Core courses in business administration
• Major in Management and International
  Finance

• Major in Marketing and International Trade
• Electives

Semester 8
• Professional Internship (5-6 months)
• Research Paper

• International Business Strategy case study 
• Professional project presentation in english

Four-Year
Postsecondary Degree

with highest french state 
accreditation “Visa d’Etat”

ECE Graduates Begin 
Professional Career

with total of 12-15 months of 
in‑company experience
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Lyon, France’s second 
largest city, is friendlier 
and more relaxed than 
Paris and with a few 
centuries more history, 
and not one, but two, 
rivers flowing through 
its center. The Roman 

emperor, Augustus, ordered roads to Lyon from Italy and 
thus made it the capital of Roman Gaul. Lyon later became 
Europe’s printing house in the 15th century and in the 16th 
century, when it was given the monopoly of silk imports and 
trade, it rose once again to preeminence. France’s second 
largest city has remained ever since a major crossroads 
and cultural capital in the midst of the Rhone-Alps region, 
one of the most important economic regions in Europe. The 
ornate facades and elegant courtyards of the 16th century 
Vieux Lyon – a UNESCO world heritage site - attract more 
than two million tourists a year.  World-renowned chefs 
like Paul BOCUSE have made Lyon an experimentation 
center for the best cuisine in France. The city also boasts 
an excellent transportation system and great nightlife. The 
ECE Lyon school in located in the very center of Lyon at 
the foot of the historic Croix Rousse hill. 

Bordeaux is located 
in the southwest 
corner of France, 
in the remarkable 
Aquitaine region 
which offers great 
surfing in the nearby 
Atlantic, natural lakes 
for waterskiing, the mountains of the Pyrenees for winter 
sports, fabled vineyards, and the pine forests of the 
Landes.  
The town of Bordeaux itself is the envy of France. Take a 
bike ride along the banks of the Garonne River, or a stroll 
down the narrow renaissance streets of the Vieux Bordeaux, 
and one quickly realizes why. And despite the city’s envied 
reputation as one of the wine capitals of the world, we should 
keep in mind that Bordeaux is also a university town, and 
a major center for the aeronautics and hi-tech industries. 
The ECE Bordeaux school is located along the quai des 
Chartrons  – the historic wine-merchant center and now a 
lively student quarter - where the very first INSEEC school 
was founded more than thirty years ago. 

The program, which has now been 
institutionalized, involves two European, 
and two American, institutions:

• Western Illinois University
(WIU), Macomb, Illinois

• DePaul University School of Computer 
Science, Telecommunications, and 
Information Systems (CTI), Chicago, 
Illinois

• École de Commerce Européenne 
(ECE), Lyon, France

• Linköping University
(LIU), Sweden.

The aim of the Atlantis curriculum is 
to familiarize students with the triple 

convergence of new technological 
infrastructures, innovative management 
processes, and globalization in today’s 
business world. All classes are taught 
in English.

Six students, selected from each of 
the four partner institutions, begin 
Atlantis courses at ECE Lyon in the 
Fall Semester where they attend 
classes in International Business, 
Finance, Marketing , Globalization and 
Information Systems Management. 
For the Spring Semester, the same 
students attend classes at Linkoping 
University in Sweden where they also 
complete a thesis and earn a European 
Bachelor’s Degree in International 

Management.
During the second year of the 
program, students are enrolled at 
either Western Illinois University or 
DePaul University where they work 
towards an American Bachelor’s Degree 
(B.Sc.). in their chosen field of study 
(Business Management, Supply Chain 
Management, Information Systems 
Management). 

Please note that all ECE Atlantis 
courses, run during the fall session, 
are open to international students 
from institutions partnered with ECE 
(cf. attached list).

Transatlantic  Dual-Deg ree Prog ram

ECE Bordeaux /  ECE Lyon
A tale of two cities

Several years ago, the Ecole de Commerce Européenne 
(ECE) received a grant from the European Commission to 
implement an innovative Atlantis Program: Transatlantic 
Dual-Degree Program: Preparing Students for Success in 
the Flat World of the 21st Century.  
(EU - US Atlantis Program Agreement N° 2006 - 4557/001 - 
001 CPT CPTUSA)

BORDEAUX / AQUITAINE REGION
EUROPE’S CALIFORNIA

LYON /RHONE-ALPES REGION
A MANY-SPLENDORED EUROPEAN CAPITAL 
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INSEEC UNDERGRADUATE BUSINESS PROGRAM

ECE Lyon
21 rue Alsace Lorraine

69001 Lyon
+33 (0)4 78 29 55 29

Marielle FOURNAND
mfournand@groupeinseec.com

Laetitia BARTOLI
lbartoli@groupeinseec.com

Corinne PLEWA
cplewa@groupeinseec.com

ECE Bordeaux
91 quai des Chartrons
33300 Bordeaux
+33 (0)5 57 87 64 74

Philippe RACINEUX
pracineux@groupeinseec.com

Aleksandra DEDIEU
adedieu@groupeinseec.com

InSeeC group Campus
110 Marylebone High Street
london W1u 4rY uK

+44 (0) 20 74 67 24 22
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